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GRFT Newsletter                        May 2005 
President's Quill 

- Wolf Schrey - 
Take advantage of the GLC flyfishing school and conclave this summer.   It takes place on June 17 - 19, 2005 at the Ralph 
McMullen Conference Center, Roscommon, Michigan on the northshore of Higgins Lake.  The Conference Center is located 
directly next to a state park with excellent camping facililties.  If you do not want to camp, there are rooms available at 
reasonable prices at the Conference Center.  This is a fantastic opportunity to learn and meet with other anglers  sharing our 
passion for fly-fishing.  The program offers something for everyone.   Some of the great names of  
our sport will be at hand to instruct and share their vast knowledge with us.  The cost is more than reasonable.   Compare the 
price of this school to others advertised in the various magazines; other schools cost 2 - 3 times as much and do not come close  
to the FFF school.  Mention this school opportunity to your angling friends and urge them to attend.; also, the FFF school is a 
perfect place to introduce youngsters to our sport.  Do not miss out on this chance. Remember, the next school is a LONG 12 
months away.  Here are just some of the topics: 1) FFF casting certification for instructors, 2) Fly-tying demos, 
3) Fly-tying workshops, 4) Beginning fly-fishing school, 5) Entomology workshops, 6) Spey-casting workshops, 7) Fishing 
opportunities and much more.   The April issue of the GLC fly-line  has the registration form and  the class schedules.  If you 
did not receive the  fly-line of this writing you may click-on the website: www.fffglc.org.  I hope to see you all there - believe 
me it is worth it! 

GRFT Club News 
FFF dues increase: All FFF dues will increase as of July 1, 2005. For years FFF has kept the dues the same, so this 
increase had to be expected and is reasonable to reflect the higher cost of doing business. The best deal is the 3-year 
membership. Give this some thought and renew your upcoming membership under the old pricing structure. 
The new rates will be posted at: www.fedflyfishers.org.  
Website:  The board is working on our website which should be up and running soon.  We need from each of our members one 
or two pictures with their most memorable fish.  These pictures will be displayed on our gallery. Please forward your digital 
pictures to: Christopher Soule, e-mail address: cjsoule@yahoo.com  The board will keep you informed about our progress. 
New Board Members:  Your board has been expanded by two directors.  Kirt Dibkey and Bill Sikkenga have accepted the 
position as directors.  We are excited having these two outstanding members as part of the board.  Welcome to both of you. 
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Fly Pattern of the Month 
 - by Christopher Soule - 

 
Foam Head Sculpin 
  
Hook: 4x long streamer hook, at least 2x heavy. 
Thread: Olive, size 8 or higher. 
Weight: .030 lead or heavy barbell eyes. 
Tail: Yellow marabou 
Wing/Back: Black tipped olive rabbit strip. 
Abdomen: Black estaz. 
Thorax: Orvis Trilobal Peacock Synthetic Hackle. 
Pectoral Fins: Foam cut and colored or pheasant church window feather. 
Head: Light tan craft foam cut to shape and colored. 
Eyes: Holographic. 
 
Instructions: 
1) Place hook in vice "upside down". 
2) Tie in your choice of weight. If lead then wrap rear third of hook. If barbell eyes tie on just shy of 1/4" from hook eye. 
3) Wrap on thread and tie in marabou. 
4) Tie in estaz and wrap about half way up hook and tie off. 
5) Tie in Orvis Trilobal Synthetic Hackle. Palmer as you would a regular hackle. Continue to pull back on material after wraps to 
prevent binding down prior wraps. Wrap up to about 1/4" from hook. Trim what will be the bottom of the fly flat and flush to the 
the hook shank. 
6) Tie in fins and color to to suit with favorite marker (if using foam). 
7) Pierce rabbit stip over the hook point and pull tight to rear of estaz.  Pull other end taught to just in front of the fins tie off and 
trim strip. 
8) Fold head in half over the hook and tie in the very front 1/8" of an inch of foam and tie off. 
9) Color foam to suit. Pat excess marker from foam. If not, eyes won't stick properly. Place eyes on foam and get ready for big 
browns and bass! 
 

 

The Fly Dresser's Gazette is an official publication of the GRFT and is solely responsible for its 
content.  Subscription is by membership in the GRFT. We are interested in articles regarding your activities, conservation 
projects, educational events, etc.  Articles should be sent to the editor via e-mail or in the regular mail on data storage media  
(3.25 in. floppy or CD).  Send all articles in MS Word, Word Perfect or Text formats and all pictures in JPEG, TIFF, or BMP 
formats.   Sorry, but photographs or typed sheets cannot be accepted.   Send all articles to the editor, Dave Ramon, at the mailing 
address and/or 



River Etiquette 
- by Wolf Schrey -   

 
Today I want to talk about a subject which concerns all of us. Most of us show mature and concerned behaviour while 
fishing, but there are enough "fisherpersons" out there whose behaviouris downright despicable. Some example:"How many 
times have we cursed thebales of discarded mono, shoes, boxes, spraycans, toiletpaper, etc.?". One is getting tired of carrying 
a garbage bag collecting these items while fishing.  If these violators have ever seen a bird strangled in some of their 
discarded items they might think again and hopefully change their ways.Last year we fished the Manistee near Irons for 
Salmon. We parked our cars in the woods not far from the river. A number of tents were already there with individuals 
milling around playing loud music and having distributeditems which belong into the garbage can. At the river we saw 
discarded fish carcasses, a clear violation. 2 young "anglers" with stout snagging outfitstried to fish within 5 feet of my wife. 
We suggested that they should fish somewhere else unfortunately without success.The president of our flytying club had an 
individual crowd her so much that she had to reach across hischest in order to cast her fly. When she pointed out, that she had 
been there first he answered here with vile language. One group of "sportspeople"even fished with a pipe bomb.  May the 
fishgod punish them accordingly. On a different occasion a friend and I had two "sportsmen" fish from the opposite shore to 
our fish. Again, we were the first on this spot and it was obvious that we were fishing for this particular steelhead.  Many 
times when wading and fishing to salmon on a redd driftboats, canoes orrafts run right over "our" fish. Salmon will be back, 
but Steelhead will be gone. Thank you!!! One day we fished the PM across from the green cabin.  We were there at 5:30 a.m. 
Fishing was good and the Salmon were co-operating. Around 10 a.m. a stranger sloshed across the river, put his gear right in 
the middle of our belongings. There were only 3 of us fishing this stretch of the water. As this fellow was stringing up, I 
asked him where he planed to fish. He gave me a puzzled look and replied:"Right here!"  I mentioned, that we had been here 
since 5:30 this morning and at this particular spot there was only room for 3 rods; he responded, "I have fished here for 15 
years and I don't give a damn when you got there!".   The 3 of us convinced him to find another spot. As he left he was 
cursing us and threatening to come back with his friends.  As it turned out, he did not keep his promise.  As much as I feel 
tempted to unleash "Furor Teutonicus", I just grit my teeth, since I am strong believer in "EDUCATION" and not in 
Confrontation.  We have to by lead example and make the violators understand, that we ALL use and love the same resource. 
We must treat this precious resource with respect as we all like to be treated.  It will take a lot of time and effort, but it is the 
only way in order to preserve the environment for future generations. 
 
 

So, this is fly tying? 
- by Steve Wozniak - 

 
Let me introduce myself.  My name is Steve Wozniak and I’m one of the newbie’s to the club.  I’ve been at this hobby for 

three months now and have found it to be very enjoyable or should I say almost addictive. 
From a new guy’s perspective, the old timers or let me say the guys and gals that have been around awhile, are awesome.  

They have been very helpful to me in the respect that there isn’t much they won’t share with me.  In the few meetings that I 
have attended, everyone has been very helpful.  I can just sit and watch and learn things that you’ll never find in a book.  
Little things like tucking materials under the thread rather than always wrapping the thread around.  And that neat little tool 
for tying overhand knots, wow who’d have ever thought that could be so cool.  Now, I’m sure that the old hands would never 
think that some of the things they do are neat, but look at it from my perspective; I’ve never done this before, and I’m 
learning by the minute.  Have you seen that neat thing that whips thread when you are finished tying?  Wow, talk about an 
engineering marvel!  Spin, spin, spin, you’re done.  I can play with that thing for hours. 

The first event I attended was at some guy’s house.  I walked in a little nervous, not knowing anyone, but to my 
amazement Wolf jumped up and introduced himself and several people around me.  After the name tag was installed I 
wandered around talking to everyone and watched what they were tying.  Again, if you are new at this just watch an expert, 
it’s unbelievable what you can learn just by watching.  (is this a plug for the club or what?).  Well, I ended up sitting next to 
the guy that owns the house.  He’s explaining to me how to tie this nice fly, showing me all the details.  Little did I know that 
this guy is a reknown fly tyer who has done a video and everything, talking to me just like a normal guy.  Thanks so much 
Dennis Potter it was just great meeting you and thanks for the use of your basement.  

All in all my experiences with the Grand River Fly Tyers have been fun so far and very educational.  I look forward to 
meeting each and every member and sitting and tying a spell with you. Don’t let the little things go unspoken, don’t forget 
there are newbie’s out there, like me and how else are we going to learn? 

That’s it for now, and as Wolf would say, Tight lines, or as I would say. 
 
Keep it Dry, 
Steve 
 
 
 
 



Enthusiastic Ramblings from the Editor 
- by Dave Ramon - 

 
What follows below is an attempt at communicating to all of you what it feels like to have jumped head-first, just a short time 
ago, into the world of fly fishing, fly tying and  becoming a member of  this club.  First of all let me say that I'm definitely in 
this sport for the long haul.  It took me till well past middle age to figure out that fly fishing and fly tying is a hobby that I 
truely enjoy.  I'm thrilled each and every time I catch a fish with a fly that I tied myself and I'm acutely aware of the 
developing knowledge base and corresponding discipline that I'm gaining in order to be succesfull in a given stream or lake 
fly fishing situation.  It wasn't long after trying to fly fish a few times that I became very conscious about how extremely 
ignorant I was about what I was trying to do and decided to do something proactive about it.  I started buying fly fishing and 
fly tying books and magazines, joined both Trout Unlimited (TU) and the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) and looked for, but 
did not find, a local fly fishing club to join - all of this to accelerate the learning process and to satisfy a need for camaraderie.  
While reading the GLC newsletter I came across an article by Wolf Schrey about a recent fishing trip to Labradour Canada; 
in the beginning of the article he mentioned that he was a member of the Grand River Fly Tyers based in Grand Rapids, MI - 
rarely do things come together so nicely for me and you can be sure that I did make a point of writng down the name of the 
club and Wolf's phone number.   Not long after reading Wolf's article in the GLC newsletter I was the GRFT's newest 
member and I've got to tell you that I'm still grateful to have found this organization.   I guess it won't hurt if I continue to 
actively bias the GRFT's output to be what I hoped it would and hope it will be in the future, a vehicle for staying actively 
engaged in the fun of fly fishing, fly tying, resource conservation and for providing opportunity for accelerating the learning 
process in order to fly fish and fly tie better.  I've got to tell you that I had absolutely no idea that this fly fishing/fly tying 
endevour was going to cost as much as it has so far.  There seems to be no end to the spending in sight; in fact, if I gave it just 
a little more thought I'm sure I could think of something else I just can't do without - like that 3 wt. outfit that I must have for 
fishing the Coldwater River this summer or the 6 and 7 wt. outfits to supplement the 5 wt. and 8 wt. outfits I already have.  
You see, I have just discovered that my new 8 wt. rig makes my arm feel numb and strangely isolated from my shoulder after 
about 4 hours or so of fishing for steelhead.   I'm certain that there are a lot of big brown trout, bass, muskie and pike that are 
just waiting to attack the deer-hair streamers I tied last winter and, since I'm saving my rubies for the 3 wt. outfit, I'll be using 
the 8 wt. rig to fish for them  (sore shoulder or not).  The 3 wt. outfit will make fishing with Keith Skilton easier during our 
joint endeavor trying to unlock the Coldwater River's secrets.  I figure next season I'll be in a better position to add at least a 
lighter 6 wt. outfit for tossing out size 2 & 4 deer hair flies to catch big meat hunting fish with.  Ah yes the scheming and 
plotting continues!   
 

 Board Members: 
1. Wolf M. Schrey, President, 2141 Deer Hollow SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49508, 616 246-5457 
e-mail: wmschrey@hotmail.com  
2. Christopher Soule, Secretary, 429 Crescent, N.E. # 2, Grand Rapids, MI 49508, 616 550-9380 
e-mail: cjsoule@yahoo.com  
3. Michael Sorenson, Treasurer, 10856 Woodbushe, Lowell, MI 49331, 616 897-9502 
e-mail: tuesday0656@cs.com 
4. Kirt Dibkey 
5. Bill Sikkenga  
Editor: 
Dave Ramon, 1559 Waukazoo Dr.,Holland, MI 49424, 616-283-7516 
e-mail: dlramon@chartermi.net 

Upcoming 2005 Event Calender 
1. May 21: Intro to fly-fishing at Riverfront Park on the Muskegon River (putting an outfit together, basic fly-tying, tying 

knots, casting). 
2. June 4: GRFT picnic at Riverfront Park, Newaygo. 
3. June 17, 18 & 19: Great Lakes Council fly fishing school and conclave at MacMullen Conference Center on the 

northshore of Higgins Lake near Roscommon (next to North Higgins Lake State Park). 
4. August 8 - 14: FFF annual conclave in Livingston/Montana.more info. on FFF website: www.fedflyfishers.org. 
5. Oct. 29: Fieldtrip to Steve List's birdfarm in Lowell, Michigan.  Steve is a GRFT member and sells his feathers to many 

of the dominant fly-shops in the midwest. This will be an interesting fieldtrip as we will learn about where the feathers 
come from and how to treat them properly. 

6. Nov. 5:  Annual GRFT banquet and fund-raiser. We hope to see you and your significient others and friends at this 
important event.  Details to follow. 

7. Dec. 3:  6th annual Fly-Tying Expo, Mason, Michigan. Details to follow. 
 


