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FFF International Conclave - Livingston, Montana.  Inge and I attended the annual FFF International conclave last month.  
FFF headquarters is located in Livingston, Montana, where last month's conclave took place.  The conclave is recognized as 
"THE" event that flyfishers and FFF members look forward to with lots of anticipation each year.  It started with "pre-conclave 
events" like bamboo rod building classes and board meetings, etc.  By Wed. (Aug. 10) the clinics and workshops started in 
earnest.  The days were filled with classes and workshops, flyfishing presentations, instructor certification classes, casting 
clinics, etc. given by presenters from various countries.  Park High school served as conclave and show headquarters.   There 
were over 50 flytying exhibit booths and demonstrations going on all the time - some of the top tyers from this country and 
abroad were actively involved.  For a daily fee of $5.00, anyone could attend and mingle with the likes of Joan Wulff, Mel 
Krieger, Julie Nielson, Dave Ames, Jim Reed, Oscar Feliu, Chris Helm, Rhea Topping and many other flyfishing and flytying 
greats.  Hopefully, most of you recognize that Julie Nielson is a member of our club and so it is with great pride that we note her 
presence among this elite group of tyers.  On Thursday, Livingston rolled out the red carpet for the FFF and the 
flyfishing/flytying community.  The town celebrated the event with a "Fishwalk".  Over 75% of the local businesses, 
restaurants, art galleries and shops of various kinds stayed open late.   Several restaurants served their specialties, some even on 
the sidewalks, while three bands provided great entertainment.  The conclave ended on Saturday with a barbeque.  It was super 
meeting old friends, going fishing and experiencing the splendor of the mountains surrounding this wonderful Paradise Valley, a 
very befitting name.  Now, we all are looking forward to the 2006 conclave in Bozeman, Montana.  I can only urge everybody 
to plan on attending one of these events in the future, experiencing the friendship of other FFF members and taking part in the 
great fishing for Browns, Rainbows, Cutthroats and  Brookies in the nearby streams and  rivers.  Will we be back?  You can 
count on it! 
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Announcement: 
It is with great pleasure that I can inform you about a hard-won accomplishment by one of our GRFT Directors and faculty 
member at Muskegon Community College, Bill Sikkenga, from Twin Lake, MI.  Bill has earned his FFF Casting Instructor 
Certification.  Please be sure to congratulate him the next time you see him.  In case you're worried that you won't know what 
he looks like when you do see him, check out this photo (below) of Bill holding a very nice Brown Trout that he caught last 
July during the Hex hatch on the Little Manistee: 
 

 

 

Fly of the Month

Bill Sikkenga holding an 18" Brown Trout taken 
on the Little Manistee on July 3rd this past 
summer. Bill's answer to a question I asked him 
after viewing this photo  - "The hex hatch was a 
bit subdued this year compared to the previous 
year.  In the log jam this fish came from, the 
previous year I caught and released 5 fish in 20 
minutes ranging from 18-21". 
 



Past Summer Fishing Articles 
 

"How to Catch Trout at the Beginning of a Hatch" 

- Keith P. Skilton - 
 
Now that the mayfly dry fly fishing is upon us,  I would like to recommend how to catch trout when they are pretty much 
only looking up and weighted nymphs still work but become less efficient. This difficult period happens when the bugs are 
turning into adults.  It’s usually at the beginning of the hatch when the flies “appear” to be on the surface.  Traditionally, this 
is when I’d switch to a dry fly and go fishless for a short period.  I’ve struggled to figure out why the fish were denying my 
perfectly presented presentations.  I now have determined what to use during this transition period and continue to catch fish. 
Where I was going wrong was that I thought the bugs were on the surface but, after careful observation of the rise forms, the 
bugs were really in the surface film.  There are two types of rises to look for to determine this.  One is when the fish 
porpoises with only his dorsal fin out of the water.  The second is when the head, body, and then tail is out of the water.  
When fish are feeding on emerging nymphs, they usually rise in a porpoise-like fashion.  After observing porpoise-like 
(head-to-tail) rises, instead of a dry fly, put on a soft hackle or unwieghted nymph and fish it right below the surface in a dead 
drift or swinging presentation.  The head to tail rise is the time to put on those great creations of fusion flies (flies made with 
natural and synthetic materials).  A good pattern to use when the fish are feeding on emerging nymphs is the floating nymph; 
a nymph pattern tied with a foam para-post that acts as an indicator for monitoring your presentation and keeps the fly where 
the fish is expecting to see it - in the surface film.  This is highly productive and is just like dry fly fishing. Another trick I’ve 
learned is to tie on a fly that is one size smaller than the real life fly.  As the hatch progresses, then switch to a dry fly with a 
trailing shuck and then to the true dry pattern.   See you on the river.   
 
 

 
“Cross Training for Trout” 

- Keith P. Skilton - 
 
Now that the summer weather is upon us, getting high numbers of trout before dark is not something to plan on.  For those of 
us who have to get up for work in the morning and fishing till 12 or 1 at night just can’t continue to go on, I offer a different 
program to try - one which will make you a better trout fisherman without fishing for trout.  Fly fishing for river smallies!  
Most likely nothing new to many, but taken as a means to be a better angler may not be considered.  Ask most great fly 
fishermen and surely part of their pursuits are for bass.  The point here is to not be one dimensional for a particular species 
you fish for and the lessons / observations learned will certainly carry over.  One exciting and very productive way to fish for 
small mouth is to dead drift poppers, where my preference in a fly would be a "Sneaky Pete" with white or black colored 
rubber legs for sunny and cloudy days, respectively (the legs add the “motion without movement” characteristic to the fly).  
Getting good at this style of fishing will dramatically improve your abilities in dry fly fishing for trout.  It helps you learn the 
hydraulic dynamics of a drag free presentation as well as the casts involved such as the reach cast.  Another technique that 
can be applied in both popper fishing for bass and streamer fishing for trout is learning to slam the fly to the surface and 
doing so with the proper line control to have no slack at the end of the cast.  In both styles of fishing, this accounts for 
upwards of 50% of the fish hooked and to a beginner is probably 80% of the fish lost.  Perfect it with the bass on the Flat 
River and you could double your hook-ups with the big hogs in the mighty MO.  There are great opportunities for river bass 
fishing in our southwest region.  The Flat for me has traditionally produced high numbers of fish with some big ones in the 
mix in just an after work session.  The Grand is another great fishery, even in the downtown area.  Lastly, the Thornapple I 
hear can be quite hot, but I haven’t put in the time to find the sections that are productive.  Remember to have fun and always 
be looking for ways to “cross train”!  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Editor's Note:  Keith wrote the above articles this past summer and sent them in not knowing that the newsletter wasn't 
going to be printed until September; newsletters, like the bi-monthly membership meetings, are only scheduled for September 
thru May of each calender year.  I encourage each of you to submit articles to me at any time and not to let newsletter 
publication dates deter you from doing so.  Each worthy article will work into newletters as space and content permit. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



"I Practice Catch and Release..." 

- Steve Wozniak - 
 

Right into the cooler! But wait, let’s start at the beginning. 
 
 I took vacation this year in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.  I packed up the truck, loaded my motorcycle on the trailer and 
headed north.  My destination was Straits State Park in the U.P.  Two glorious weeks of day tripping on the bike, checking 
out all the high spots within 150 miles of the Mighty Mac.  The first night was a leak test on the new tent.  It seems to keep 
the rain out pretty well.  I’m hoping that this isn’t a sign of the weather to come for the next two weeks.  Luckily it wasn’t, 
the weather just got hotter and hotter as the 2 week went by.  I’ll tell you, the U.P. is one beautiful piece of real estate, and the  
roads are in unbelievably good shape.  The motorcycle loves roads with out bumps and craters, or maybe that’s my backside 
that loves smooth roads.  Anyway, as I’m traveling around, I’m always on the look out for lakes or ponds to go fly fishing on.  
Rivers make me nervous, that water is moving you know.  The problem with a motorcycle is it doesn’t float very well, so I 
have to find some shore to go fishing from.  That seems to be few and far between up there as there are few public accesses 
or even places to walk up to a lake.  Well, as luck would have it, I finally stumbled upon an access to a lake that was on a 
channel.  It was Lake Beloit to be exact.  Boy, did that ever look like ‘gill water.  I pulled the break down fly rod from under 
the motorcycle seat and got set up to go after some bluegills.  The channel wasn’t too wide, so my first cast of about twenty 
feet landed midway out in the water, right next to the lily pads - almost like I knew what I was doing.  Within 10 seconds the 
yellow ant got sucked up by the vacuum pump of a killer bluegill!  Wow, what a fight, pulling to the right, now the left, then 
the right, then slowly in toward shore.  Now bluegills may not turn some of you on, but I think that this was the biggest fish I 
have ever caught.  It was on the first cast and on a fly that I had tied!  Can you believe it, I was almost afraid to pick this guy 
up, yes sir all 8 inches of him.  Catch and release right into the cooler, supper is looking good tonight.  After the initial shock 
of catching that monster, my heart slowed down, I was able to untangle myself from the fly line and get ready to try to catch 
some desert.  Those gills were ready to dance.  Within about an hour I had six more in the cooler waiting to swim in the hot 
oil.  I had to feel sorry for the 5 or 6 that got away, but they put up a great fight, so they did serve a purpose.  Some of the 
other flies that worked that day were the black ant, green wooly bugger and the ever popular SMP. 
 
So, now that I am a veteran fly fisherman, anyone who needs advice on catching bluegills on a boat launch channel at Lake 
Beloit, come see me.  I’ll tell you how to leave a fly or two in the power lines or even catch a stop sign on a wooly worm.  
Next time, let’s talk about pond mud!  Later - keep it dry. 
 
 
 

Steve's Gills.   

Way to go Steve - bet they were fine eating fish! 



"Ramblings from the Editor" 

- Dave Ramon - 
 

Being active in our sport of fly fishing this past summer season has been fun, has provided plenty of opportunities to catch 
lots of fish, contained a little sweat equity and held some degree of danger leading to stressful moments as well.  I found and 
purchased that 3 wt. rod I talked about buying in my last article; its a used 7 1/2 ft, 3 wt. St. Croix Avid rod and Bauer reel 
combination which I found on eBay.  The rod and reel work just fine and recently, at the Clay Banks on the Pere Marquette, I 
caught a couple of small Bookies with it.  I was using a Partridge and Brown soft hackle with a Flymph dropper and caught a 
Brookie on each fly.  Great fun but, since I didn't get to the Clay Banks until late afternoon, I was only able to fish a couple of 
hours before my wife Pat and I had to leave.  Before going fishing that day, we had spent a very pleasant afternoon looking at 
various vacation properties both north and east of Baldwin trying to get an idea of what was available, what the price range 
would be and to get a sense of what those areas were like.  On the way home, going south on M37, a mutually happy feeling 
prevailed with our conversation mostly about the pleasant prospects of someday owning property in the Baldwin area when 
suddenly, out of nowhere, a deer jumped out from the left side of the road and collided with the front-end of our car.  
Fortunately, the deer didn't come over the hood and through our windshield; just seemed to be stuck to front end of the car 
and only fell off when the car had slowed sufficiently.  I managed to drive to the shoulder of the road, got out of the car and, 
while trying to assess the damage, witnessed another car running over the deer before I could warn them off; they dragged it 
about 20 or 30 feet before going over the top of it.  It occured to me that I had better remove the deer carcass from the road 
before another car hit it and so I did.  While the other car sustained only minor damage, my car, was not so fortunate; the 
front grill was destroyed, the hood was bent and crumpled and would not latch down, the radiator was bent inward and was 
causing the engine to heat up, the fog lights had broken off their mounts and were flopping around on their cabling, etc.  
Fortunately neither Pat nor myself had been hurt so I tried to secure lose ends as much as possible, tied the hood down with 
the dog's leash and managed to limp back to Holland driving with the hazard lights on.  A very stressfull ending to an 
otherwise happy day.  Our car insurance is covering most of the damage and, since we get the car back from the body shop 
next week, we will soon be putting this deer collision thing behind us. 
 
I fished the Muskegon for the first time this summer and have gone back on numerous occasions.  I've caught a bunch of 
Trout in the Muskegon between Croton Dam and Newago, albiet none more than 14 inches long, but had fun catching them 
nontheless.  I wade-fished my first day on the Muskegon, walking in at the Thornapple access, and started catching Trout 
almost immediately on a nymph, split-shot and indicator rig.  My early success apparantly had gone to my head and, thinking 
that I must have attained the prowness of a seasoned flyfisherman, began to wade out further toward the middle of the river 
thinking that I would eventually make my way across the main flow and fish the other side.  When I started having trouble 
keeping my balance while wading through a 3 to 4 1/2  foot deep section with strong flow,  I decided that it was probably 
better to turn around before I wound up wet and possibly drowning.  Although I really didn't have an alternative at that point, 
trying to turn around while contending with the hydraulic forces associated with a strong river current made my situation 
worse and I nearly fell completely into the river before I managed to finish the turn and head back in the direction I had 
come.  I was completely wet after this ordeal but managed to tell an astonished flyfisherman watching my predicament that I 
was OK and that I was just trying to study river hydraulics (wasn't embarrassed a bit, ha!).  I went on to fish another hour or 
so and caught a few more fish before calling it a day.  On a different day, I had a wonderful afternoon fishing the Muskegon 
with Kirt Dibkey while floating the river in his drift boat.  Kirt and I put the boat in at the Thornapple Access and floated all 
the way to Newago.  I would conservatively estimate that we caught 30 to 40 trout that afternoon (mostly Rainbows) on drys, 
wets and streamers before pulling in around midnight.  During the float it was hard not to notice the natural beauty of this 
wonderful resource which includes Blue Herons catching Trout and Bald Eagles making wide sweeping circles overhead 
looking for supper. 
 
I've got a few more stories to tell you about this past season, but I'll wait and share them with you in the other newsletters to 
follow.  I'm finding that I enjoy writing them and so I think I'll make this a regular column.  As for the time being, let me just 
say that I have a new motto - 
 

"You've got to take the good luck with the bad luck, happy times with the stressful times and just go with the flow.  A bad 

day of flyfishing is always a million times better than baling hay on a hot summer afternoon."  

 
 

The Fly Dresser's Gazette is an official publication of the GRFT and is solely responsible for its 

content.  Subscription is by membership in the GRFT. We are interested in articles regarding your activities, conservation 
projects, educational events, etc.  Articles should be sent to the editor via e-mail or in the regular mail on data storage media  
(3.25 in. floppy or CD).  Send all articles in MS Word, Word Perfect or Text formats and all pictures in JPEG, TIFF, or BMP 
formats (large image files should be compressed).   Sorry, but photographs or typed sheets cannot be accepted.   Send all articles 
to the editor, Dave Ramon, at either his mailing address or his e-mail address listed in this newsletter. 
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Upcoming 2005/2006 Event Calendar 

2005 
1. Sept. 17:  Beginners fly fishing clinic at Gander Mountain.  This event is GRFT's show of thanks to Gander Mountain for 

the use of their space for our monthly tying meetings.  The fishing clinic is scheduled for 10 AM to 4 PM and will be 
open to the general public, all interested Gander Mountain customers and current or prospective GRFT members. 

 
2. Oct. 29:  Fieldtrip to Steve List's bird farm in Lowell, Michigan.  Steve is a GRFT member and sells his feathers to many 

of the dominant fly-shops in the Midwest. This will be an interesting fieldtrip as we will learn about where the feathers 
come from and how to treat them properly. 

 

3. Nov. 5:  Annual GRFT banquet and fund-raiser. We hope to see you and your significant others and friends at this 
important event.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact Kirt Dibkey, Banquet Chairman  

 cbrf396@hotmail.com.  
 
4. Dec. 3:  6th annual Fly-Tying Expo, Mason, Michigan. Details to follow. 

 

2006 
1.   Jan. ?:   We will be tying at the North Coast Fly Fishers 4th Annual Northern Ohio Fly Tying Expo™ to be held in the 

  Cleveland, Ohio area.  Details to follow. 

 

2. Jan. 14:  Northern Ohio Fly Tying Expo.  Details to follow. 
 
3. Mar. (2nd week?):  We will be tying at the Midwest Flyfishing Expo held at MUCC in Warren, Michigan.  Details to 

follow. 

 

4. Mar. (3rd week?):  We will be tying at the Grand Rapids/Devos Place Sportfishing and RV Show.  Held at the new 
Devos Place in downtown Grand Rapids, Michigan.  Details to follow. 

 

New GRFT Members 

Our two newest members: 
1) Gary Balcer and 2)  Jim Reed 

Please give them both a warm welcome! 
 


